
.,'

,
",

. -_..---_ .._---~

Press Monitor
Business'Standard
New Delhi

Sat, "15Mar 2003

N~wsmaker -.---"------~

A kinder,gentlerJ-Jamy
PASCAL LAMY, a difficult task
EUROPEAN UNION TRADE because lndia
COMMISSIONER '\ ,"AI still feels that \o ~ severalkeyim- \

Ifyou happened to drivepast plementation
Mansingh Road on the edge issues have re-

. of Lutyens's Delhi at around mained unad-
sevenona Friday morning, dressed.'
you would spot a spry elderly -- "India,
Europeanjoggingvigorously, .however, has a
That's Pascall..:.amy,European, dearerposition
Onion trade commissioner, now than what \
Whois stickingto hismorning' ithad earlier on
routine even though he'son an the 30 items of
dfficialoverseastripciffusttwo " ''(;;~!-1~. negotiations,~

_ ays. ._. . ..... J.I;Oa,:~ Larny says, .
... .J'he 55-year-old French-,PBscaI tamy: Respecting India'sllbef-alpolicies adding that the
maniSamarilthori-runnerana- " . . channels ofdi-
an avid cyclist, though the ingwii:llAgrieulture Minister: alogue between India'and the
world knows himbettera.s «;Joe Ajit Singh. Lamy toektimeoff EDhave diversified between
of theioughest ne-gothrtors~otalktothemainstream news- his November 200 1visit and
among the World Trade Or- I papers. ~Wej1avebeen quite now,
ganisation members: v active all along, ~ he said, "Althoughwe have distinct ;

Onhis third trip to lndia in' agdingthat the visit was pre- posmonsonvanousisstle5,we ,i
- -asmanyyears;however,Uuny "pared wen in advance, and are realising that we are clos-
.has grownwiser toIndian sen- promised pt;aperfollow-up on er,~he adds.
sitivities. '. the talks. . . # - According to UI~Y, India

Thistime, inhis discussions . lnfact, WatchingLamytalk is already ~wrO-plus" on ba-
with various stakeholders _ is more.iDteresting than lis- sic standards -it has liber-
the government, parliamen-' teniJ!gto him.Becan be apho- alised significantly its invest-
tarians,business heads and dv-" .'ltjgmprier's delight. He has a ment norms and has a cornpe-
il society representatives _ 'mobile lace, and he speaks tition law in place.
EU'schieftrade ~~o!iatqrh~_~ -with a stpdied emphasis trurt:---:c-"ln?ia doesn't want a ne-
taken care to strike·a positive .is.both entertairiing and rivet~goriation on investment which
note. . \. ring." carries.a negative commit-

-Having ineticulo~sly . fI.,..graduateofFrance's lead- menUt insteadwants to retain
planned" his two-day ..visit .~ngbusiness school; the Ecole its ability to regu1atewith pos-
(March 13and 14),Lamy has des Hautes Etudes Commer- itive commitments," he says.
spoken only on issues of com- ciales and the Paris Institute of quicklyadding. "which the EU
mon concern to'India and the Political Sciences, Lamy start- respects,"
EU,which Is the surprise ele- edhisbureaucraticeareerWith Larny's advice to India is
merit of his visi~Afamously thefui.ancemiDistTy'sauditing that nwocld be betterto lock
tough negotiator, he has cho- agency in 1975.Before being in its regulatory reforms at
sentohighlightireaSwherethe -appointed as the ED's trade WTO and claim negotiating
two parties' stance conver-ge. commissioner in September credits' that can be traded

Agric:ultu,~~f9,.r.inst!in% . !~9, he help~d Testru~ure against somethin~ e!se. On.its
. he says, 15 not Just-about pro- . C-re9it·Lyonmrisbefore Itwas part, !heED was willing to SIgn
ducing food .."Like India, we .priva~_':: a bilateral deal with lndia on
beIievea.g:riailil.ireisintimately ,Lamy's .associates here textiles, he says, and evolve
tiedupwith.l¥Jwwerunourru~ claimmat he had struck arap- jointblisiness council in some
ral economy, our rural society port with forrnerCommerce o1herareas_
and,indeed, the whole rural MinisterMurasoIiMaran.The With this, the EU-lndia
~andscap'co"he says. Similar- hard stance that Maran tookin trade that has been grov.mg at
ly,onpublicheahhand textiles. Doha perhaps endeared him an average lOper cent could
__ "It'senirrvestment-andpart ···-toLamy,who played akeyrole well take a significant leap.
ofa.proce;;:s;"1.arnyremarked in trying to convince \\ITO More when Lamy plans to
.whenaskt:rlatxJuttheprogress..'::"niembers to go in for a fresh make his.founh \-~sjtto India
ontrade talks with India onhis round of trade talks. .- inNovember.
firstdayAfter arnorning meet- This iswhere he will have _PVaidyanalhan Iyer
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