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Ifyou happenedtodrive past
Mansingh Road onthe edge
| of Lutyens's Delhi at around
seven on-a Friday inorning, |
you would spot & spry elderly
European jogging vigorously. -
That's Pascal Lamy, European
Uniontrade commissioner,
swhoisstickingto his morning-
routine even thoughhe'sonan
official overseastripof Just two
days. e s :
__The 55-year-old French-, Pascailamy: R
manisamarathonnmnerand ; )
an avid cyclist, though the ingwith Agriculture Minister.
.| worldknows himbetierasone  Ajit Singh, Lamy tooktimeofl
of the toughest negotiators—totalktothe mainstream news-
among the World Trade Or- papers. "We have been quile
ganisation members. “active all along,” he said,
| Onhis thirdiriplolndiain” addingthat the visit was pre-
asmanyyears, however, Lamy "pared well in advance, and
-has grown wisertoindian sen- promised properfollow-upon
sitvides. the talks. . ? T
Thistime, inhis discussions Infad, watching Lamytalk
with various stikeholders—  is moreinteresting than lis-
the government, parliamen- tening tohim. Hecanbe apho-
tarians, business headsand civ- * _tographer's delight. He hasa
il society representatives — -mobile face, and he speaks

taken care 10 strike 8 positive
nate. ) : ting.

‘Having = meticulously . Agraduateof France'slead-
planned™ his two-day-visit -ingbusinessschool.the Ecole
(March 13 and 14), Lamiy has ~ des Hautes Etudes Commer-
spoken only onissuesof com-  cales and the Paris Institute of
mon concerntolndia and the  Political Sciences, Lamy start-
EU, which is thé surprise ele- ed his bureaucratictareer with
.| ment of his visit. A famously the finance ministry’s auditng

tough negotiator, he has cho- __agency in 1975. Before being
sentohighlightareaswherethe  appointed as the EU’s trade
twoparties' stanice converge. ~ commissioner in September
Agriculture, forinstance, 1999, he helped restructure
| he says, is not justabout pro- - Creditlyonnaisbefore it was
ducing food. “Like India, we -privatised. -
believe agricuihireisintimatelty - Lamy’s associates here
tied up with howwe run our nu- claim that hehad struck aTap-

ral economy, ourruralsociety  port with former Commerce
and, indeed, the whole rural Minister Murasoli Maran. The
landscape,” hie says. Similar- hard stance that Marantookin
Iy, onpublichealthandtextiles. Doha perhaps endeared him
1-_ “I'saninvistmentand part —toLamy, whoplayed akeyrole
of aprocessLamy remarked. _in trying 10 convince WTO
~whenasked abowt the progress._members 1o goin fora fresh
ontrade talks withIndiaonhis  round of radetalks. -
{ first day. After amorning meét- This is where he will have

o Newsmaker e—

m e = tot
espectingindla‘s liberal policies addingthatthe

A kinder, gentler Lamy |

a difficulttask
because India
still feels that |
several keyim-
plementation
1ssues have re-
mained unad-
dressed.:
“India,
Jhowever, hasa
clearerposidon
| now thanwhat
ithadearlieron
the 30 items of
R negotiations,”
Lamy  says,

channels of di-
alogue between Indiaand the
EU have diversified between
his Novermnber 2001 visit and
nOW. :

“Although we have distinct | /
positions on various issues, we i
are realising that we are clos-
er,” headds. ) :

According to Lamy, India
is already “WTO-plus” on ba-
sic standards —it has liber-
alised significantly its invest-
mentnormsand hasa compe-
tidon lawin place.

EUs chieftrade hegotiatorhas --with a studied emphasis that——"India doesn’t want 2 ne- B
“isboth entertaining and rivet-_gotiation oninvestment which ¥

carries a negative commit-
ment.ltinstead wantsto retain |-
its abifityto regulate with pos- |;
itive commitments,” he says. |
quickly adding, “which the EU
respects.” i

Lamy’s advice 10 Indiais |;
that it would be bettertolock
in its regulatory reforms al
WTO and claim negotiating
credits that.can be traded
against something else. On its
part, the EUwaswitlingto sign
a bilateral deal with India on

textiles, he says, and evolve |-

joint business councilinsome
otherareas. .
With this, the EU-India
trade thathas been growing at
anaverage 10 per cent could
well take a significant leap.
More when Lamy plans i0
make hisfourth visit1o India’
inNovember.

— P Vaidyanathan lver
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