| EurQi}e’s trade ch_iefsays downturn i .
US is incentive for new W10 meeting 4

by Tim King
X BRrutsSELS
' DOWNTURN in the

economy of the US
has improved the

world trade talks this year, says

- the European Union's chief trade

1. negotiator, Pascal Iarny.

| -~ While cbservers speculate
*- abourthe furure trade policy of

17 thenewBush administration, the

*. Furopean trade comipissioner

" belieyes that Amexica’s econormic -

17 downturn will conmcentrare
" minds both in Washington and

chanees of launching
a new round of-

for example, common MErger
rules, Lamy is floating a depar-
ture from the WTO'’s caistomary
approach of unanimity and con-
sensus, a5 a concession to devel-
oping countries. Talks could
begin withi an opdon, bul notan
obligation, to parfcipate.

“We are trying to find a way of
pushing these issues of invest--
tnent and compertition because
they are tomorrow’s jssues. We
have to have a common thresh-
old of agréed rules if we want
trade opening to work” -

He said the existing co-aper-
ation between the US and the
FU on anti-trustcases had tobe

n;

have a friendly relaionship o
the point thar EU-US trade rela-
tions, which have had some
problerns, will have no problers.
He reports to congress and to the
president. I report ro the Counr

&l of Ministers and to the Euro- ‘

peart . parliament. Trade
negotiatiops are largely domes-
tic negotiatiotis. We have to fmrer
act -with our domesdc
congdruencies, interests and
Jobby groups.” :

But he believes that the per-
sonal relationship “marginally
might make a difference betwesh
a deal and no deal”.
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Lamy says: “I am probably
beause of myintemations] expo-
stire more trade-friendly than the

average Frenchman orwoman. 1.

see an enoxmous benefir in open-
ing rade in erms of effidency:
“Jt allows for mare econarmies
of szle, more efficdent interna-
tonal division of labour, more
cormecrians glabally. ] alsolnow
thar this efficiency rationale
behind trade Is in contradiction
with equity or moral or holistic
preocoupations and T am pot a
-dogmatc free-wtader because 1
think that in a number of cises

free tade has to be harheised |

with rufes.”

Lamy stood unsucresshdly for
electian t the French parlisment
in 1993 and has never been

- elected to public office. But he

refects the nodon thathe is an
unaccotntable bureauaat

] am acrountsble before the
European parliament. I am
acountable w the president of
the commissian. Lrepartm them
under thelr political authorictg”
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