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The trade -
cornrnissioner tells
Peter Norman that
Brussels institutions
need a serious
overhaul to cope
with new members

Pascal Lamy, the Euro-
pe::,n ynion's trade 70m·
lIl1SS10ner, .1S unique

among the 20 Co=issloners
running the' EU's embattled
and demoralised executive.
Re alone was a senior Iig-

ure during the Commission's
glory days under the presi-
dency of Jacques Delors,
building up a formidable
insider's knowledge of the
European Union and its
institutions.
But only now. nearly a

year after returning' to Brus-
sels, has France's senior
commissioner decided to join
the Increasingly intense
debate among European' pol-
-icy makers over the fllture of
the EU and its institutions.
In an interview; Mr Lamy

urged "a serious revamping
of EU Institutions" to correct
a s!~tem that "is now too big
ana- too complex".
Revamping is urgent

because of the EU's plans to
add up to 13 new members

: in the years ahead .. Coming
back to the Commission

\ after the EU expanded to
, include Austria. Sweden and
Finland. taught Mr Lamy.
53, that "complexity is an
exponential function and not
a proportional function' of
the number of members of
the EI.:". -
"This is one of the E1.:·s

laws of physics," he says.

I" Adding three-countries
made a hell of a lot of differ·

: ence In terms of complexity,
: the difficulty of taking de~i·
sions. obscurity. lack of visi-
bility. And this is true lor
the Commission, the Council
of ~1inisters and the parlia-
ment."
The EC"s current. much

greater" enlargement plans
::1:'23:1 r~ior:n ~U:5:' ~I)

b~yond the 1i=.!::ed arnbi-
r.cns 01 the present mrergov-
ernmenral conference (lGCI
::) make the decision makinz
~~oce::>se$of the EC mstitu-
::-)ns ready ior enlarzeruem.

the E.U's· 'law of. complexity'

"It is not just a question of
decision making. It Is also a
question of the relevant
areas of focus [or the EV
institutions, and the Com-
mission. which In my view,
must still be the engine of
the svsrem."
The task. ~lr Lamy admits.

will be made no easier by
the changed fortunes of the
Commi5sio~ c.uri:tg- his five
years of absence nelpmg to
rt!5tructUL~ France's loss-
m:lkin~ C7~G.:t Lyon na is
l;a~K.

"The European parliament
sacked the Commission.'
That's a big diIf e r-
ence ... The Commlssion's
rating has been downgraded
by two or three marks,
which in the world I have
come from would be .some-
thing like triple A to Double
B plus or A minus. which is
a huge difierenc~:'
The EC's economic recuv-

ery is "the only really cpti-
mist ic element·' in Mr
Larny's vision of the years
ahead. HI:! ncres a corr ela-

lion over the past 50 years
between tbe impetus
towards Et: integration and
the strength of economic
growth.
"We are now in a period

where growth seems a....ail-
able tor the vears to come.
which is th~· best news ~\"~
hose ever hac."

So if tb.a~ is rne position,
wna: is the Ccmmissrcu
going: to co accu; it:

11r La~'Y is oiienng no
blueprints at pr es ent. The
Comrnisstons job wil. be tu

produce its ideas' about th·.
EL"s luture early next year
when the "white paper or
governance" promised ho
Romano Prodi, the Commis
sion president. is due.
"We have to wilt lor the'

. result of the ICC. The Com-
. mission cannot take these
things lightly. It has to put
on the table ideas which are
coherent, substantial, dense
aod cohesive."
The governance white

paper "'ill be crucial to the
future standing of the Com-
mission among the EU's
institutions. "It is obvious
we don't start !rom the same
position of wbere we were
before. But this gap can eas-
i1y be bridged by the quality
or what we put on the table,"
he says.
~lr Lamy says U is Impor-

tant that the Commission
recovers from its down-
graded status for the sake of
the .EU as a whole. '"The
member states cannot act in
the EU 'or move the thing
forward without the Corn-
mission and without a
strong Commission."
A simple secretariat would

be unable to cope with the
challenges 01 running a
union of between 300m and
400m people. "You need this
_institution, wbich Is politi·
callv motivated, which bas a
sense of coherence. which Is
accountable before the Euro-
pean council and the parlia-
ment, to run the thing, to
put the proposals on the
table," he insists.
The Prodi Commission, 11r

Lam y says, must fulfil three
"basic missions" in Its .five-
year term, It must see that
at least one applicant coun-
try joIns the EU, It must

Paul COOl::e, orchestrate· wide ranging
reforms 01 the EU Institu"
tio:>s- lt must also relorm
itse~f. .-
wm this be possIble? "I I

do::: know," Mr Lamy
replies.
"B~t I've always been In

chal:enging positions. 1
need to be optimistic or
sic.i5~1C. I've always
in ~iaces and
w;;'ere things were not
a:o:' -.:suaUy tried to
tbe::o right. It's worked
no'.'; and I'm here and
cared to pla}ing my part In
COl::?" that,"

Pascal Lamy: urging revamp of a system that is '\00 big .net too complex'
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