
IV WEEKEND FT

Stirring tales
Giles MacDonogh samples the best of the season'scook books
Another Christmas brings in
another batch of books accompa-
nying this and that series on the
small screen, ,They leave me cold.
TV chef books are not really
cookery books in the accepted
sense, more souvenirs of a few
happy hours viewing. Nor are
"chef books" much better, Res-
taurant cooking and home cook-
ing are two different animals; the
one is performed by a battery 'of
trained practitioners, the other
by a talented, or bam-fisted ama-
teur. Attempts to recreate a stel-
lar dish by dragoonmg' in a hus-
band, a dog and an au pair are
very likely doomed to failure, and
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of Bailey's Irish Cream and peach
liqueur. Cookery books are best
left to cookery writers.

The season's - literal -, block-
buster is the Larousse Gastron-
omique (Hamlyn £60 I Clarkson
Potter $75), a loveiy book to own,
and a, great source of reference,
principally forFrench recipes: Its
1,300 odd pages are lavishly, if
conventionally illustrated and
some of the recipes have excel'
lent step-by-step guides. How
much it is an improvement, on
the last - or even the great 1938
Prosper Montagne - edition is a
moot point, however: many of the
entries are unchanged and in
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RUNNING WITH THE FT

Heavy
breathing
on a trade
crusade
Pascal Lamy, the workaholic EU trade commissioner,
maintains a frugal and disciplined daily routine.
Leo Cendrowia tries to keep pace with him
PascalLamy is a lousy candidate generous smile. "I'm not totally a

'for lunch with the FT. The Euro- machine."
pean Union's trade commissioner In the past, he has, been
espouses spartan values inside described as an autocrat and a
and outside the office. Despite a bully: during his decade with
professed taste for rich cheeses, Delors he' was likened to some of
chocolate and wine (Chateau Europe's most notorious histori-
Margaux 1947 is his favourite), cal figures - Louis ]{N's finance
his appetite is only really whet- minister Colbert, the Spanish
ted when he talks about bread, Inquisition's Torquemada, as

"I'm a big bread fan," he says. well as Machiavelli, the Floren-
"I never skip a meal. If I don't tine consiliere whose name
have time I eat brown bread. And became synonymous with duplic-
you can find bread, or the equiva- itous political manoeuvring and a
lent of bread, anywhars in the man to whom Lamy bears a
world. Yesterday, for instance, I strong physical resemblance.
had this meeting in Luxembourg Yet no one ever doubted his
and I came back at lunchtime intelligence, industry and, appli-
and had some bread in the car - . cation. Now, his sights are
five or six slices." 'trained on targets outside Brus-

So, instead of lunch, we decide sels and officials are happy to
on "Running with the FT". It also hail him as one of the brightest
fits in neatly with his schedule: stars. He has been lauded as a
even by his own workaholic stan- knight riding with messianic zeal
dards, the 54-year-old Frenchman to the far reaches of the globe, to
has been exceptionally busy. see a new round of world trade

He was recently in Doha, capi- talks launched. Within the Com-
tal of the Gulf state of Qatar, mission, the loudest criticism
where he cajoled the rest of the conies from officials unable to
world to sign up to an ambitious decipher the instructions con-
plan for global trade negotia- tained in his tiny pattes de
tions. At least he went well ' mouche scrawl.
armed: as chief of staff to former The Doha meeting of the. World
European Commission president .Trade Organisation was hailed as
Jacques Delors for a decade, he a SUccess in agreeing a fresh

" gained a terrifying reputation. He
was one" dubbed "Delors' Exo-
cet" -a reference to the French-
made missile used to devastating

.. effect by, the Argentines in the
,~Falklands war.

Running also allows the wiry
Lamy to regain his perspective as
he pounds the dirt tracks of his
local park near the heart of Brus-
sels' European quarter:

"It's either a meditation or a
review of things coming, and the.
way I should .handle them," he
says between carefully modu-
lated breaths. "Lots -of people say
that running is boring, which is
basically true> if,you don't have
something in mind."

So is being interviewed mess,
ing up his routtnez.

.He laughs - a rare spark of
humanity. "I can do some
time-Sharing;" he says with a

In the past, he has been desc
With Delors he was Iiken~d 1

,
round of global trade talks. But
two years ago at the. last WTO
ministerial gathering in Seattle,
Lamy, trade commissioner for
just two months, arrived in a city
under siege hy anti-g!obalisation
protesters ..

Ignoring: Molotov cocktails, ,
tear-gas and' curfews, he
ploughed on, but inside the Seat-
tle conference centre, the, WTO
meeting was equally chaotic.
Lamy left determined to tackle-
what he called the organisation's
"medieval" decision-making pro-
cess.

Since then, he has, addressed
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Pascal Lamy: 'Lots of people say that running is boring, which is basically true - if you don't have something in mind'

inspired by American examples. get his way in the Commission. races. He is honest enough to
His position now, he admits, is A multi-million euro fme for admit that his best time for a

close to' that of British Prime French dairy products company marathon is an unremarkable 3
Minister Tony Blair, although he Flechard was allegedly slashed' hours 20 minutes _ 50 minutes
adds that political labels gener- after he intervened personally. slower than the personal best of
ally travel badly. . But earlier this year, a report on his friend and opposite number

Lamy insists most of his own the case by the EU's anti-fraud in Washington, US trade repre-
values have remained consistent office failed to uncover any sentative Robert Zoellick.
since he was a student. Although damning evidence pointing And he confesses to crankiness
he was. - and remains - politi- directly toLamy. if he breaks the daily running
cally active on France's left, he There were. further ·accusations .routme. "The problem is that, if
never joined the student riots In that Lamy used his Commission . you are really trained to do this,
Paris in 1968. preferring to contacts when he left.ths Delors it becomes a must. And if you
change the rules from the inside. cabinet in 1994 to join ailing .. don't do it, it hecomes a problem.

And even his first political. French .bank Credit. Lyonnais," It can he an addiction," he says.
-position as .•• ministerial aide; in. What is not mdeubt,' though, is "I like to .run wherever 1am.
the. early 1980s saw him offering thai he helped forge the strategy 'Sometimes' it's the only chance J
pragmatic advice to adapt to the that would revive Credit Lyon- have to see 'where I am. It makes

"world economy rather than pres- nais' fortunes and pave the.way a huge difference if you can look
-cribing the more fundamentalist for its privatisation. . at the streets instead of staying
-Iina that many of his French France is arguably the most locked in a hoteL"

. Socialist .colleaguss urged. "I had protectionist member of the' Ell, His. frugal ethos has affected
antt-globaltaanon movement. business, '~hich is very" interest. ,a rational viewand analysis," he. and Lamy's appointment in 199!f his immediate career in French
They. raised good questions, he.· Ing.", ',. ' :. ; said. "The'idea :that trade should 'as trade commissioner astonished politics: he performed abysmally
said, but had the wrong answers. r- But Lamy's antennae have long rbe more connected as a policy many onlqokers. Others saw it as in thee French elections in 1993,

Lamyinstead asks for doubters., been keenly' attuned. to global \ was already.there." a shrewd move, as.a Frenchmen coming third when he stood for
to. engage in the process: globali- I political trends, something that : Lamy's .own journey took him . .would be ideally placed to con- the. Socialist party .tn his horne
sation is not by definition .benefi- '.' distinguishes, hini irom many Of ; through France's top schools and .vince Paris of the need to accept base of Eure .in Normandy.
eial, .. but, working together; he I his,colleagues in the French ; into politics. After serving in the 'market-opening initiatives. But he could .be promoted any-
·believes··we can control it-and· Socialist party. Although a fierce "FinanC\l Ministry, he joined the' As our ,workout· in the park way: if Lionel Jospin, the French
'enjoy·Wh;lt he calls ."globalisa- debater,he has always been cos- . cabinet. in which, Delors was grinds on,the commissioner prime.,minister, wins the presi-
tion maitrisee" (controlled global- mopolitan moutlook andtecep-jfinancejmillister in 1983,:before 'recalls his.first stint in Brussels: dential elections next year, LarnY
,;sation);,.. .:. ...-., .. tive to new ideas; . . ':,' ;:.; I.{being i!Dached-bY,Prime Minister :when he lived in the smart sub. is a hot tip to. be summoned back
; · "lam very interested in this;" .Twenty, years ago;' wheiJ.·~he·.~:Pierre.MauroY,and;then rejoin- 'urb of Rhode St Genese, near his .to Paris to head a new govern"
:h~ says; muIlingthe groWing, began bis.polrtical career,much i;ngDeHirs.in Brussels. . "beloved Fort deSolgnes, ment. But,.if he noes swap-his
:lmpact of non-governmental, of the French.Ieft defined itself in " ,As well as gaining a reputation -, His passion for running began trade. crusade for GalIic glory,
lorgarusations. "I think if I had a ,terms of its antipathy towards ':as an intellectUal bully, during -at business' school when he don't .expect him to celebrate
'six-month sabbatical, I would, the US, but Lamy consistently 'his first stint in Brussels, Lamy icioined the long-distance relay. with lavish banquets at the
'write 'a book about NGOs, about argued for market solutrons ~was,accused of bending rules' to -team, occasionally winning. local Matiguon.
'-'----- .••••- ••••-----------_lliIt ••••_·_ilV%iiii-Ol·"·t"'~""'"-;'f••••· _.-_ ••••__ ••••__ ••••• ~ ,../

two of the issues that bedevilled how coherent it is with our eco-
the Seattle meeting. First, he nomic and social system .••.He .
realised that, with WTO deci- would also probe the so-called
sions taken by consensus, it was "guilt business" where people in
essential to wiri the support of advanced societies are getting
developing nations, which make' richer, older, and have a lot of
up two-thirds of the membership. available time.
He travelled the globe telling the "It's quite a' natural thing that
world's poorer nations that trade - at least in our Judeo-Christtan
could be their friend ..and that civilisation - there is a lot of
opening up to foreign. products guilt in our, system to be tapped.
could generate wealth and boost NGOs. are doing this. in a way
living standards all round. 'more effectively than parties,

Second, he Iistened to .the con- unions and churches. There is a
cems of different istrands. in .the~ 'race for .market share in the gUilt

" -. ~, :. .; . ," ~

:ribedas an autocrat and abully: during his decade
0:so~~ of Europe's most n~tori~us histori~alfigures '
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