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Liberal with a socialmission
pascal Larny tells Guy de Jonquier~show f~ee tr~de and social juStice can be cornbined

agenda are diBgut!;edPTO~t· The EO and "USboth have
tlc)J1ism. . problems selling lIbe:ralisa·
Mr Lsmy litrClhgly denies tian at home, Mr Lamy SllYS.

this. "r do nat see who em Dut wbile the EU thinks the
thp. -devcloping ccuntries' answer is a trade round. with··
side would c)bjed i[" they a bread agenda. the US
have no problem with r;or(;! wants a narrow one, Mr
labour standards. And if 'Lamy says the American
they do have a problem w1th approach is too UJ'lambitious
core labour standards, them I to meet th!! challenges ahead
have a problem with pub1it.: and will not sat\afy public
opinion in Europe." and political opinion.
The ccmmisstoner sass others suspect .the real

care is needed .to ensure that reason the EU wants 11broad
effOrt!;lCJ placate public optn- agenda Is to deflect pres'
ion do not overload the WTO SUl'CS by the us and ol:her
and distract .Irorn the bi.j( [(frm axportars to speed
removal of trade barriers. up Iiberalisation or ILl; highly·
"But if we don't load it at protected agricultural mar-
all, trade is going to be keto l~lthllLJgh some obsarv-
the scapegoat for all prob- en; think Mr Lamy might be
lcms of national identity, 'bet~P.r J?laced than Sir' Leon
o( food 6afety, and that to g-etFrance to iil:c:ept.such
would be bad for world demands, there lire no sil.'"Iltl
grclwth," be ~-a1S. }·et that he lllans to trY..
Also high among Mr . So wha.t will happen if the

Larny's priorlues is improv- us ana ED do not achieve a
in~ uS-1m relations, which meetrng of minds by the
have been strained by recur. time of Seattle? Mr Lamy's
rent trade disputes. He answer Bt\ggEStl; that if they
returned from Washinnton fail, it will be because Wash-
last we ek cautrous ly jngton lacks commitmcnt.
nptirnistlc, "We've made it rather
He says he ·is determined . dear that launching a round

to ensure tha EU compltes needs energy ... TJo We sl..art
swifl1y and in full wit.h WTO with the necessary energy or
rulings against it over beef not, that is .tha question.
and bananas. so that. the OS And if we stare II round wltb
stops retaliating- against. an extramc'ly short-term
European exports. Longer view and little energy,
term, he thinks, the key to it will not f1oaL".
averting conflicts over such The fallout from a break·
issues as ganatically modi- down could be serious. Mr
ned foods is to re-cognise L.<l.my says: "tt someiNGOs
chat they stem from 'deep thought they bad sut±eeded
moral and cuHltTal differ- In destroying soma further
ences. \iber',l,I\Mtlon, WI:' would be .
"The only solation is to confronted with a real

try Loapproximate our a~en- problem."
das and values through dis- But woulll that ahnvlY
cussious, Let us have busi- slow the forward march of
ness people, sr:ientist.~ and - the trade gystem - Or send it
why not? - churches dis- into reverser causing barrio
CllSsiugthe rssuc." he says, ars to/start going up around
Well before than, transat- national markers?

Iantic differences about the "Not moving forward in
global trade agenda need to eco nornlc rna tters doesn't
be bridged, he says, That make much sense. Ecol1om,
will be the main rocus o[ lcs i$ a world where you
talks between Rnrnjs no alwuys mov!' forward. You
Prodt, the Cotnmisslon pn!si- nuver stop. Tr-due is b<!.sedon
dent, and US President Bill tbe same sort of law."
Clinton in. Washington' next .
week.

To be -a' mB1D.ber of What he thinks and says
. • Fra~ce's t~chno- about .sucb lssues matters,

, crat1C elite, a com- Trade 1S the area of external
mitted s()(,.1alistand ralaticns '.where the EU

a self-proEessed believer in wi=!d!; most' global clout and
,·free trade if; a rare combina- in which its members are
tion of qual.ities. Pascal legally required to act as
Lamy, the European Union's 011e. The commissioner's role
recently appointed trade is pivotal in sbaP1ng policy
~()mwilisioncr. is all these lI:IId mainl:3.i'nlIlg high-level
things. diplomatic ties, above all
"It Is Ill)' tleep conviction with the US.

. tiutt more free trade is good Mr LlIJllY, 5Z, acquired a
for everybody. That is my reputation as a formidable
basic theme," he says. He is Brussels operator while chief
also a sbunch defender of oC staff to Jacques Dalnrs,
strong "laba.1 tradc r rulcs, Commi.Bsion nresident untll
and of the World Trade 1995. Sinee he returned to
On.'ilnisa,tion's PtJwer. to Brussels last month, his
enforce them, ,liespiteEU speed in gettinG: on top of his
resemment at W'I'O TUlings job and hi.s sure political
against its curbs on beef and touch have impressed diplo-
bEl)l~n& Imports. . mats in both Europe and the
However, Mr Lamy LS US. One senior EU omaal

quick 'to add that his liber- says be is set to be a -
a1i5m comes with a social maybe even the - dominant
conscience attached: "1 know figure in lhl!>,..Corn.mis!ilon.
the advantages of having a He has kept largely intact
market economy, I have the blueprtnt or Sir Leon
doubts about having only iI. Brittan, his Uber.il-minned
market society," British predecessor for a
This is Dot just a matter of ''millennium round".' It calls

personal csnvicticn. It is ror negotlat!<)ns on global
influenced by the baeklash Mea for competition, Invest-
against glcbalisation spear- ment and trade-related envi-
headed by environmental- I'O!UIlem iSSllBS, as well as
ists, labour unions and other on Uberqllsing-, 'agriculture,
non-governmental organise- services and industrial tar-
Lions (NCDs). Their protests ills. Ilowevl!X-. ~U metnhen;
ri~k.disrl.\Pting ne:et month's have ye'l. to ~gree. the plan;
mintstardal maetmg of the disagreeing about the sensi-
wro in seattle and plans to tiye question of trade and
launch 3. world trade round, labour rights,
~ Lamy insists trade's Mr Lamy is pushing a

(,-ntic:s must be listened to compromi.se proposal thnt
more if Iiberalisaticn is to the W'J'O and the Interna-
advance: "Whatnceds to be tional Lab~ur Organisation
put Clll the table }s a convinc- . set up a joint entity to moni.
~ case that'tnlde libera.li5a.- tor cl)uutr1e,,' retipect f~'r
tion takes into account con- core labour rights, That. be
.cerns people have and is no!:' says,would build on au
just about multinationals agreement reached by WTO
agreeing something behind members three years ago.
clQsed doors.' But it is unclear l!. the
Such eoneerns include the plan would be acceptable to

et'{vlrol'lltlli!ot, core labour the developing countries
standards and the use of the that make uti most. of the
yrscautionary princi.ple to WTO's membership. and
Justiry banning. "prodUcts without whoss sUPPDrt a
dee.rn..d Lv he risky_ Mr new ro und : cann.ot tie
LaIllY i=. devoting much launched. Many suspect
t.hoqght to what tha.t case westcm e.ITorls to put labour
should be and how to pres- rlghtsand envirenmentai
ent it. . i~"SU>!EDb the tJ~ni9I;l,tion's·
The Fll\a!lclal 11roea
J9udl, Oclobre Z1, ,ggg
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