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5/3/99 FRANCE: PROFILE-E- TRADE CHIEBF 1aMY, THE ADAFPTABLE FRENCH SQCIRLIST.

BY vali N '‘Diaye

PARIS (MktNews) - pascal Lany: the EU Trade CommissionerT ﬂssignated to succeed the
DK'S Sir»Leon,Brittan, is working hard te cast off preconcaptions th

) zt he can be 0O
other but & product of the French protectionist tradition.

y1 belong to those who think that 1iberalisation is good for France, " Lamy said
fecently on French relevision.

put with pis first big

rest only four months away - the World Trade O¥

: ganisation
ninisterial conference in Seattle to launch a Millenium trade round - the proot of
nig (and Lhe commission's

y liberalising iprentions will be cbserved in practice
rather thar in pronouncements.

agriculture and services trade provide the cwo focal points for the Seattle round.
France represents some of the most deeply conservative conctituencies among the

sormer in the EU, a8 itg success im blocking any gubstantive farm reform in the
agenda 2000 future EU financing nege i

riations 1n Berlin 2 couple of months back made
clear. .

pamy will face the political fFight of his 1life if he tries to ynstitch the Agenda
5000 deal on farm subsidies (which lasts up tO 2006) in order to facilitate
1iberalisation in this and other areas a2t Seattle. cther sectorE, guch as Frarce's
p:otected audio-visual market, will provide additional (1f less daunting) challenges.

The man Who headed the private gtaff of Jacques pDelcrs when the French Socialist .
arove forward his integrationist agenda as Commissich president for a decade from the

mid-1980s could be Romano prodi's highest gamble ip £eIme of staff selectiom. or.,

a morxe Machiewellian ipterpretation, nhig easiest sacrifice should the Seatt
spill over into real protectionist.dangers with the US.

on
1e round

Lamy has_highligh;ed that jobs growth and reform of the EU institutions must be at

the top of Brussels’ priorities. at the international level, the eurrent number LYo
at the much-troubled and recently-privatised French bank credit Lyonnpais. also pipes
the same tune as his soon-to-be colleagues wheun he says the main priorities are EU

enlargement and a common foreign and security policy-

None of these £a1l within his field, which could mean that he hop

¢ill rumble along without attracting too much attention. 1f this
it is 1ikely to be a migtaken ON&.

es the seattle round
is‘hisrassessment,

prodi - having accepted the French govarnmentis nomination of Tamy (he could have
refused under new rights granted by the Amgterdam Tremty) - 1S packing -his man- He

stregsesd his role as pDelors's chef du Cablnet from 1985 tO 1994 was an official
pogition. - ' .

vHe has not been & commissioner. e was Chef du cabinet,” prodi told
parliament (EP) when unveiling bis team

adit Lyonnais raises 1o difficulties. I
international negotiations,

the Buropean

a few weegks ago- wThe fact that he wept to Cr

£ there 18 2 capable person £o head difficult
it is him."

.Lamy, close to the leftist governmernt of Lionel Jospin, 18 nonetheless expected tO
come in for 2z rough ride from 2 newl

y—ampowered EP when it holds its confirmation
sessions for commisgloners early nex to be all the greater’

¢ “month. The heat is likely
after the EP shifted right at the lasbt election in June .

There are thore who hold Lamy p&r

tly responsible for management mistakes in the
Commission's period under Delors, errors which only fully gurfaced when the
independent experts’ report publishéd earlier this year: alleging 2 culture of
corruption and cronyism in the executive, prompted the Commission of Jacques Santer
to resign en masse- Lamy is nonetheless trying to making light of the political
oppesition he is likely toO face.

such challenges were "normal in a democracy, " he has
eaid.

He started his career in in rhe French public gervice iH 1875, aged 28, inn the
InSpectofate—General of Finances. From 1979, he moved o tle French Treasury where he
took up various positions.
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Ipn May 1981, Lamy pecame techmical advisor, then depity director (June 18B2)

office of Jacques Delors, then France's gocialist £in
ro July 1984 Lamy worked as depuly head in Socialist Prime
private office -before rejoining Delors at the Commission.

Lamy is a graduate of the well-known Ecole 3des Hautes Etudes Commerci

1ike current ¥rench Finance Minister Dominique Strauss-Kabhn

political Sciemces. This wag followed by a postgraduate degree in &

ctudies and 2 certificate in general literature. Lamy is al
Nationale d‘Administration.which produces most of France's
gervants.’ . . ’
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