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S
(MktNews) _ P&&cal Lamy. the EO Trade Commissioner dssigna

ted
to succeed the

0<'5 sir Leon Brittan. is working hard to cast off nreconcentions that he can be no
other but a product of the French protectionist tradition. ~
.1 helong to those who think that liheralisation is good for Frano

e
." La.ny aaid

recentlY on Fr~nch television.
,u

t
with his first big test only f=r monthS away - the World Trada organisation

ministerial confarance in seattle to launch a Millenium trade round - the proof of
hia (and the Commias ion's) libera liS5.ng ;.ntentiorrswill bo obsaved in practice
rather tha~ in pronouncements.
,gr'oUl

turo
and serviceS trade provide the two focal points for the Seattle round.

France represents some of the most deeplY cona.rvative oonstituenoies among tbe
former in the EO, as its succesS in blocking any sUbatantiVa farm raform in tha
Agenda 200

0
futura EO finanoing negotiations in ~e.lin a couple of months hack made

clear.Lamy will faee the polit,eal fight of hia life if 'he tries to unstitoh the Agenda
2000 deal on farm subsidies (which lasts up to 2006) in order to facilitate
liberalisatio

n
in thia and othar area. at Seattle. ether .eotora, aueh a•• ~anoa'"

protaoted audio-visual market. will provida additional (if lesS daunting) ohalleng
a

•.

The man 'who headed the private .taff of Jaoques Delcrs when tho Frenoh sociali.
t

drove forward hia integrationist agenda as Ce~iaaicn prasident for a decade from the
mid_" B os coul d be Romano Prodi' s highast gamble in terme of •tafE .alao

tion
: Or. on

a mora Machiavellian interpretation. his aasia.t sacrifice should the Seattle round
5pill over into real protectioni5t.dangers ,.,-itht.heus..
Lamy has highlighted chat johS growth and reform of the EU inatituBion" mu.t ha at
the top of ~ru55ela' priorities. ~t the international level. the current number tWO
at .the muoh-troUbled and recently-privatised French bank Credit Lyounaia. also pipea
tha ,arne tune as his soon-to-be collaagues when he s.ys the main priorities are EO
enlargement and' a common foreign and security policy.
]jlop.eof these fall within his field. which could me;;lnthat he-hopes
will rumble along wit.hout attracting. too much attention. If this is'
it is li\cely to be a mistaken one.

the seattle round
his assessment,

r

Prodi _ having accapted the Frenoh government's nomination of Lamy (ha oould hava
rafused nnder neW righte granted by the ~stardam Traaty) - is backing his man. He
straSS

a
• his role as Delors's Chef du Cabinet from ,;'5 to "" "as an offioial

position."He bas not bean a commissioner. He was Chef du Caninet." Prodi told the European
Parliament (EP) "",an unvailing his taam a few weekS .go. "The fact that he went to Cr
sdit Lyonn.is raises no diffioulties. If there is a oapabla parson to haad diffioult
~ntern~tional negotiations, it is him."
Lamy. close to the leftist govarnment ox Lionel Jospin. is nonathal

a
•• eKpao

ted
to

come in fer a rough ride from a newly-empo~red EF when it balds its confiraatio
n

session. for commiesionara early na~'month, Tha haat is like'y to ba all tha greater
after the EP shifted right at the last election in June.
There are those ~ho ho'd Lamy partly responsibla for managament mistakas in tha
Commission's period under Delora. errors which only fully surfaced when the
independent experts' report published earlier this year. alleging a culture of
corruption and cronyism in the executive, prompted the commission of Jacques San

ter

to resign en massa, Lamy is nonathelasS trying to making light of tha politioal
oppoo iti on h. iF.Uk.lY to face . such chall.ng.. wara "normal in a demo

cd
cy ." he han

said.
He 5tarted his career in in the French publiC service in 1975, aged 28, in the
Inspectorate-General of FinanceS. From '979. he moved to the prench Treasury where he
took up varioUS positions.
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In May 1961, Lamy became technical advisor, then deF~ty director (June 1982) in the
office of Jacques Delors, then Francels Socialist fi~ance minister. From April ~~B3
to July J.964. Lamy worked as deputy head in Sociaj..istPrime Minister Pierre Mauroy's
private office before rejoining Delors at tbe Commis£io~.
Lamy is a'graduate of the well-known Ecole des Haute> Etudes Commercialee in paris -
like current Fren~h Finance Minister Dominique strauss"Kahn - and the Institute of
political Sciences,. This was followed by a post.graduate degree in advanced legal
studies and a certificate in general literature'-Lamy is also a product of the Ecole
Nationale d'Administration which produces most of France's top politicians and civil
ser,rants-_ Paris b\lrea\l'003'31 42715540, e-mail: yali@mktnews.com
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