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nly a half ycar in~()his job, Pascal Lam)', the 'EnrOpe<lH
Union's t::ommissioDer for tr;,tdc, is alrcady the pivotal
player in the three most critical dramas en the global

trade scene today, Only LanlY can reverSe mounting U.S"E'C
tenSions over ~es, b;,tn~nas, and beef and 1N"("a.p up Europe"n
negotiatimJswlth China on its joining the World Trade Organi-
"Z<l-tion.And Lamy holds the key to launcbing a new round of
intem<J.tional talks in the wake of December's disastroUS world

u'a<1e summit in Seattle.
A French socialist with a. reputation as a political hatchet

rnr .Lamy COUldprove to be American trade negotiators' worst
nib Jnare <is they wrestle with these issues, Or, with his capacity
for strategic vision and his acute tactical political skills, Larny
could be Americ;;i's best hope, both for reversir\g the deteriora-
rion in U.S.-European tr<tde relations and for re\"i~'ing the
foundering world trading s'ystem.

"Pa.sc311\(1.'1 an astute sense of how to operationalir.e a vision,
to know where the obstacles are and how to go (lrol.rrH:

t
th¢l'!l or

over them," said Robert B. Zodlic;k, a fellow at the Gen\1an
.:v1arsballl.'und in Washington who worked with L.$.j'rn'in
preparing numerous G-7 stlmmil;.';(hiring the: Bush Admjni~tra- (
tion, Larny will need \:0 draw on all those t",k:nts in the I'l'H)rHhs

ahe ••.d.Lamy, 52, is a product of his (,ountry's ,o;l1.lut¢(lll1el'itocracy, A
g:r<tdllate of the Ecole Na,ionale d'Aclministration. the training
ground for generations of French le",dttS, he started his career
in the elite Inspection General des Finances. He rose r;;rpidly V,l
become the chlef of staff for Jacq1,les Dclors. the president of
the European Comm.h,sion. As a result, said peter r.\id\ow, the
founding diret:tor of the Genter for Europearl Policy Studies in
Brussels, "Nobody kl10wS better how the m,\chitle works,"
Hut unlike many of his civil service peers, Larny is also

g inded in the vwdd of commerce. YOI' five years before
returning to Brus'sels, he hdpc:d quarter"
back the rceo"':"y of the state-owned
French bank Credit Lyonn3-is. Colleagues
say it was that exp¢rience in the falit-paced
world of global finance that best prepared
Lamy for de<lling with the new economy of
the 21st century.

LamY'5 choice as trade minister original-
ly raised eyehrows in Washington, where
officials bear the scars of past trade b<ltdes
with the French But so far American fears
have proved groundless. "He has reassured
everybody th"'1 he is a free-trader, and that
he dot:sn't believe that Pl'otectionism is the
answer to E.nrope's problems,n said Di,k
H\ldig, secretary general of UNICE, the
European eqti.1Vaknt of the Nation-a"! A.~so-
cia.tion of Manufact\lrers, "He doesn't
come across <is an ideologue," a-grt:ed- Rep.

.l

, J

Sander ::'v1. Levin, D-Mi.ch.,who met with Larnv rcccntl~· jl\ ''1'ash-
ing

ton
. "He comes across as InOre poli\kal, with a sense of strat-

cgy." \L<IID"wi1l11eed all of his t.actical and strategic skills in dealing
with th'e growing crisis in 1.:.s.-ED rdations bequcatIlcd him by
his predeceSsor, Sir Le'on Brit,tan. 50 far, l.amy ha.~failed to pro-
(luce tangible bn::akT.1lIoughs on the issues that matter mOSt to
the LTnit~dStales: an offer to reduce European farm export sub-
sicHes or a narrowing of the <lgcncla for the stalled new round of

world trade negotiations.But he has demonstrated 3. (left cHplomatic touch while trving
to defuse recent tensions. CO!lcerning the: United States' retalia-
tion against the European Union hecause of its failure to imple- ~..
ment a \\'TO ruling on bananas, Lamy said: "It is verv important •••.
for me to put the European Union in. a position where it is V'v'TO .-..•••.•.•......
compliant. 'That is the rule of the game tod(l.~·.":\.(ldressing the
recent \>\."TOruling ;n,:alidating U.S. tax breaks for Americ<<n
exporters, Lamy stres&ed the importance of not ktting this multi- /'
billion-donai' dispute damage trans-Atlantic relations. Finalty,.
regarding Brussels' prc)tt'acted negotiation with China over its
"\."10 u\embcrship, which could delay a congressional vote on,_
U.S. trade relations with Chinlt, Lamv argued that Americans>
"h<Lveto understand.,. that we: need as good a deal for the Euro- ;:.-
pean t:nion as tl\el'e is [or the United St<l.tes." Hi$ approadit(j;-;
U.S.-EU issues seems to be gv-ic.l¢dby an overriding conviction: "I,:;;
see a c-onvergence between the medium- and long-term interest;_,;;,
"fthe: e.S. and the EU:' he:: said. .li:

Such a 1S
t
)alwill not be easily attained. "A. 1\egotiator is like a"!~

cook who bas a. choice of ingredients that he is using and wh(1d
has to stt"':e the client at the right mom~rlt with the best dish b..c-,~
can," Lam •..5aid. "So 1 have to take risks.nc_."t,

A.nd $o~etimes the souffle fa.l1s.In Seattie, Larny agreed to tnq:;;;j
creation of awro 'Working group on biotechnology, ~nly to ha\'e&~

Y.U members disavoW it, And sometimes hisi;;
Gallic spicing sours the. pot. "His re1atio!l':;~~
ship (with U.5. Trade Representative Gh3l"o?~:
\e:ne BarshefskyJ that Was neW and fragile'o
took a dip <J.fter Seattle, when he i~npliciily;
criticized her," said a U.S. official. "But she;
doesn't hold gfvdges, and he stepped bac~L
and realized it wouldn't help." 'their r~l~'E;
tionship is nOWon the mend. .<"4

It will require a daring to take rbb an1"
:3, sensitivity to know when he has overy;'
stepped himself if pascal1zlXlY is to rise.t~c.
the challcnges. With the lame-duck ellf":-'
ton Administration pr~occu~ied witl1:1t~
Chin;;. trovp\E::s on Capttol Hlll, 3.nd.,.rjc
the ball in Brussels' court on ban~Ila~
taXeS,and. the WTO, Larny has to dd(IT~<

. h' yearOfl
there IS to be any progresS t JS._., j
international trade iSfiue5.:·<c-~
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