filed before the verting squads of the European Parlia-
mentrh:sweek.dutchnm their revision notes and affecting just
" enough 6Fan sirof gravity to protect the hearing
al, acurious thought sprang o mind. Could itbe thatRomano Pro-
- di, the commission’s designated
uplhcjobshetween thelscollaguessuppliedmhlmbythexsnu-
ropean Union governments, is blessed with an exquisitely refined

over his efforts to safeguard democracy in Hong Kong

waxd enlargement, a_matter over.
- as, yes sgain. the Germans. Aboveall,
hehaspataFrenchman, Pascal Lamy, *
in ‘charge of wade, whose wsk ata
new round of intemnational trade-ib- ' I
- eralisation talks due to start later this - :
year in Seatle will set himon a direct -
. collision course with, no prizes for
theFrench. - -
maeamtwowaysofbolmgat
1 thea tment of Mr Lamy to this
1 job, for which he was grilled by Euro~ |
sps on September znd.m'lzl?leﬁms'
that it is a piece of poli mspna- g
all, it was chiefly French in- -
uansgmdmledmﬁmrepated
" near-collapse of the Uruguay round .
of trade talks in the early 1990s, when -
anothal’:mclunan.jmquesbdom
was the .commission’s -chief The
French would not wlerate being bul--
IxedbyAnurznundthur “Anglo- -
Saxon” friends in northem Europe - [l
then, goes this argument; and they P23
willnotdosonow.Farbetter ' E
" 10 leave the job of selling them the -
msefotﬁeeu'adcwoneofﬂletrom ;

Pascal Lamy, free-market Frenchman7

zowould-bcmcmbersofdlencwﬁumpanComm:s S
- ease in both the American andmmpeanpolmaludmmseould

s from empty ritu-

president, responsible forcarving.
" plausibly, say somie suspicious liberals) that he did ,albeit un- -
. Ty, un-"

senseofhumour? He haschosen Chris Patten, whodrew such Chi-
- mational ofacountryin which “ultra-liberal”is the ultimate politi~- -

. nese
while he was its govemor, © run affairs, a job that will-
. thrusthim straight back into the faces of, yes, the Chinese. He has -

pxclcedaGennan.GunterVerheugen.whead&nUmonscastv

whemhewas&amdandd:slﬂmdbymanyal’-umm,mhmy's

proveanasset, though nota clinching one, in trade dispytes. . -
More reassuring to the free-marketeer, Mrumyvallsﬂucmly
if uncontroversially to the non-French e ear, abouthow "fiberalisa- '

tion and globalisation are basically good things”. l-kdaxms(m-:

y, to persuade Mr Delors nt to let Frerich farmers
the future of world trade in the Uruguay rounf:lmraﬂsum,l’l'(l:m"lgl .

almsuk,thusoundsbnathahng.hraﬁmdmnind:emun
mmofpohncsdmmdxaﬂes&mt,MrDelms'sblogmpha,
.andnowduectorofapm—Eumpﬁnt}unk-mnkmLondon. 'l.amy
isaboutasliberal asyoucang
: waluchyoumlghtad thaus
. ‘notsaymg much. After all, he hafls
- from @ culture’ that ‘sanctifies the |
 state and distrusts the market's abil- -
o 1tytohnnge1dxermseorfatnesul&
" His recitals oégme-n;‘aﬂ:et docuine -
y . 8¢ punctuated with eppeals for .
k9 “controlled. @obalisation” and ca-.
' . veats that Europe’s economic mode]
o shouldnwvemwards,"butmtcon—
wergeon’”, Amcnmslibenlml-!is

o Momover,msfarﬁomdwlhaz
' '\ Mr Lamy has abandoned his own
- political ambitions. Though he has
stood only once (unsuccessfully) for
. elected officé, he is young'at 52,and
may well hariker after a top job, one "
day, in"government Hard-working -
-and driven, , frugal, unclubby *
(he hates parus and determined |
(herunsmandwus).he:salsgambl- :
, Brussels-watchers

:More than most Frenchmen, Mr

 Ecole Nationale d" Administrdtion, the finishing school for Freach
“high-flyers, where he was a classmate of Mr Delors’s daughter

| " ances, France’s top civil-service bady, to running Mr Delors’s cabi-
nctm&usds!brmmywsmtihmandmmampjobncte-‘
dit Lyonnais, the state bank currendy beingsoldoff. .~ - .
' Mﬂnnmmlnensmmaﬂymncmauonahnnﬂed.m
mthaghsh.t!nxghktﬂeh\ownmdetheClmnDnmnp.he
likes Americans. A particular
james&hwhmhcwasmryofmteandsnowhdpmg
George W. Bush in his bid to be president. His foreign circle ranges
from Peter Mandelson, confidant of Tony Blair, the British centre-
left prime minister, to Joachim' Bitwerlich, former. adviser on’
1 - Burope to the centre-right Helmut Kohl. Though

| I.amyan straddle a transatlandc divide tradmunallymarlad.at'_ ]
‘least in trade maters, by deep mirual suspicion. A Socialist, with ‘-
|. theearofhisclose friend, Lionel jospin, the French prime minister, . Lamy may

. beis cerminly nthomeamong the French elite. Educated at the - pasamry.bmhn:poﬁualamennaem

now the jobs minister), he has a bulging contacts

{Martine Aubry, ‘
 book builtupas he shuffied from the Inspection Générale des Fin-
‘Strgiuss-Kahn, Mr Jospin's finance minister, who understand rhq

. :ﬂn{ﬂgmww:vmcm&wﬁmchmmdmmd
E mtmme:r&uhmasumpetheybehevelsbemgfasluomdm

aﬂtheﬁrmeheanmusunfheumpuﬂoﬂ’d:epdmcalmdtoﬁ
'delivamsmdimlnfonnmﬁmd':eappumof‘t-mdmm

his thuggish net-
1ﬂmadashoerPmdﬁmofhmnour

wahmoﬁmnmledd\oxwhowmmhminmmels.f

mtgctnnt}:ewxyofauadedald:ataoum‘qcﬁtmcva;t““
ity of Buropearis who donot farm the French
- Asever in France, however, matter$ are ot quite this simple.
Clever, pragmatic - Frenchmen like Mr Lamy, or- ;

need wembiace globalisation  belong toa political culture that
instinctively rejects it, mhablty:tpcuhard ouble word. Af once;’
thatnothing they cherishisin peri!.'l‘hel’rmchamasud—

image as they are suspicious of the project being hi
do&mnﬂtﬁza-l'baals" Should he care wtry, Mr Lamy

bledtycha .






