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Mesdames et Messieurs les chefs d’Etat et de gouvernement,
Monsieur le Directeur Général de la Communauté du Pacifique,
Madame la Secrétaire générale du Forum des îles du Pacifique,
Mesdames et Messieurs les Ambassadeurs,
Mesdames et Messieurs

Merci au président Germain, en sa qualité de président en service de la Communauté du Pacifique, de m’avoir associé à vos travaux.
70 ans est un âge canonique, je suis très bien placé pour le savoir puisque je suis né la même année que la CPS. Mais ce n’est pas la raison de votre invitation.

Je suis ici en tant que facilitateur désigné par la commission européenne pour esquisser ensemble ce que doit être le post-Cotonou après 2020.

Que sera ce nouvelle forme de relation entre l’UE et les pays ACP (et d’autres) sinon, comme l’indique le thème que vous avez choisi « un partenariat innovant au service du développement durable » / « An innovative partnership for sustainable developement » ?

Europe's partnership with the Pacific region is a very special one, which dates back to 1975, and continues today in the framework of the Cotonou Agreement, to which all the 28 EU and 79 ACP states are signatories. In addition, Europe has here some of its remotest outposts, with more than half a million European citizens who have made this part of the world their home.   
Our longstanding partnership has had both success and challenges. And it has evolved a good deal over the years. 
But we have something today which is truly remarkable and worth preserving: a legacy of shared principles, which goes by the French name of acquis. This represents both a valuable core of common aims and interests, and a potential engine for future innovation.
The Cotonou agreement which defines our current relationship will expire in 2020. This represents a unique opportunity, for both the EU and the ACP, to reshape our partnership in the light of the new international context.
I happen to know a bit of this vast region when I had occasion to visit in my previous capacity of EU Trade commissioner, and then as DG of WTO. And now in different incarnations such as French representative for PECC, as chair of the world ethic tourism comity, or as a global ocean commissioner and hence promoter of SDG no 14.
And I have not forgotten the Samoan nobility name which I was awarded 5 years ago : Amomua-a-le-tui.
My mission as high-level facilitator is by no means a negotiating mandate. I have been specifically tasked with presenting the state of play of the EU's internal reflection. And, even more importantly, to listen to and report back on the ideas and opinions of the Pacific leaders on our renewed future partnership. 
The EU has high ambitions in making the new partnership more effective, more aligned to the global efforts to achieve sustainable development, and at the same time more tailored to the specific needs and aspirations of the Pacific. 
As you know and as I also see here today, Europe and the Pacific are linked by strong and vibrant ties. The European Union has been a long-time supporter of the Pacific region and the second largest provider of foreign aid.
There are many more difficult challenges ahead and we cannot afford to be complacent. As other less successful past experiences have demonstrated, we can still do even more to ensure greater visibility and a stronger common voice in New York and Geneva. This is one of the key issues we need to address, in order to develop into a truly innovative partnership for sustainable development. 
To stand united and let our voice be heard, we need an agreement based on a solid foundation. One effective way to do this is to maintain an overarching 'umbrella agreement,' which reflects our common values and objectives. The solid acquis of our partnership – the valuable core and the engine of innovation - will be enshrined there.
On the other hand, we realise that we need to work more closely with you to understand your vision and concerns about what should be at the forefront of our common efforts, not just internationally, but also at the regional level.
Again, as your European partners, we think that there are several areas in which we could jointly concentrate our efforts, within the SDG framework that now minds us all.
We have, first of all, a common interest in supporting a full transition into a real blue economy. And in promoting good governance, human rights, and gender equality. We could also focus our efforts on tackling climate change, managing natural resources sustainably, and maximising the use of renewable energies, as mentioned by the president of the Marshall Islands.
As well as defining the 'what,' we also need to define 'how' to best work together at the regional level. We're eager to consult regional organisations, such as the Pacific Community and the Pacific Islands Forum, which will welcome Commissioner Mimica in September, as well as other regional stakeholders. 
We will also need to engage with reliable regional interlocutors when moving from principles, to concrete strategies and implementation.   
We should make sure to include all relevant stakeholders – ACP countries and overseas countries and territories (OCT).
Of course, this should all be supported by the right institutional set-up, in order to shift the centre of gravity towards the three regions and encourage more targeted dialogue.
In this context, the conclusions of the ACP Summit in Port Moresby, which seek a renewed partnership with the European Union in a legally binding framework, are very important. 
I have full confidence in the lessons of history. And the history of the ACP-EU partnership has taught us that despite diversity, or perhaps also thanks to diversity, successful relationships may indeed grow and prosper. 
'United in diversity' is also the motto of the European Union – which  reflects our belief that partnerships are in fact enriched – and not threatened - by different cultures, traditions and languages coming together, not only in a European context, but across the globe. 

As I already mentioned building the post Cotonou agreement is exactly what this gathering is about: an innovative partnership for sustainable development.
Thank you for your attention and I very much look forward to hearing your reactions and suggestions both bilaterally and together.
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